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Achieving Gender Equality through WASH 

 

Friday 18 March, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM 
UN Headquarters, Conference Room E 

More than five years have passed since the United Nations General Assembly explicitly recognized the Human 
Right to Water and Sanitation (28 July 2010).  During the MDG period, the water target was achieved but sanitation 
remained severely off track. Women and girls continue to bear the major burden, shame and indignity of poor 
sanitation and hygiene services. On 17th December 2015, the General Assembly finally adopted by consensus, 
Resolution 70/169, which establishes that the rights to water and sanitation are clearly separated from each other 
and have distinct features while still being part of the right to an adequate standard of living.  

Although the human rights to water and sanitation are closely related, there are also important differences. Privacy, 

dignity and safety are of particular importance for the right to sanitation and its corollary, hygiene. Women and girls 

report feeling ashamed, exposed and/or unsafe when they urinate, defecate, manage their menstruation or wash and 

bathe. They report this as a critical barrier to their ability to participate fully in daily life, to go to school and college 

and learn in a safe environment, to feel safe and confident at work and to reach their fullest potential.  

This session will examine the role of 

1. Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in women’s empowerment and sustainable development. Speakers will 

share experiences building on data and figures from recent studies carried out in West and Central Africa and 

South Asia.  

2. Governments in strengthening national mechanisms and prioritizing gender by implementing a range of 

human rights. From Africa to South Asia, panelists will explain how they are transforming policies to 

encourage inclusion, leveraging local resources and improving accountability mechanisms including national 

and regional reporting systems.  

Partners 

This event is hosted by the Permanent Mission of Senegal to the United Nations in New York.  

It is organized by the Water Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), with contributions from the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Finland, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden and UN Women.  

Key speakers include:  

 Her Excellency Ms Mariama Sarr, Gender Minister of Senegal 

 Her Excellency Anne Lammila, Ambassador for Gender Equality and Women’s Rights, Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, Government of Finland 

 Ms Carolina Wennerholm, Lead Policy Specialist Gender Equality, Swedish International Development 

Cooperation Agency (Sida) 
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Programme 

10:00-10:15 Opening Remarks  

Chair: Deputy Ambassador, Mission of Senegal to the United Nations in New York 

Special Guest: His Excellency Dr. Amrith Rohan Perera, Permanent Representative, Mission of Sri 
Lanka to the United Nations in New York  

10:15-10:30 Keynote Speech:  

Her Excellency Anne Lammila, Ambassador for Gender Equality and Women’s Rights, Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Government of Finland 

10:30-11:20 Barriers to Gender Equality: Let’s start with sanitation & hygiene 

Moderator: Carolina Wennerholm, Lead Policy Specialist Gender Equality, Sida 

1. Its more than just a Good Idea: It’s a Human Right – Inga Winkler, Independent Expert on 
Human Rights, WSSCC and Liesl Gerntholtz, Human Rights Watch  

2. Shame: Menstruation as taboo- Miki Agrawal, THINX and Cecile Shrestha, WaterAid 
America 

3. Discrimination and Safety: Snapshots from West Africa - Mbarou Gassama, UN Women 
and South Asia: ‘’Leave No One Behind” WSSCC/FANSA 

11:20-11:45 Moderated Discussion 

Deconstructing Empowerment in an everyday context where billions of women are embarrassed, 

uncomfortable and fearful to use a toilet every day, to mention menstruation or be seen to have a 

menstrual period, or to experience stress incontinence during pregnancy or post menopause. 

11:45-12:00 Coffee Break 

12:00-12:30 Strengthening National Gender equality mechanisms: the case of WASH 

Moderator: Archana Patkar, Programme Manager, WSSCC 

1. Spelling it out in Policy- Ms. Ramatoulaye Dieng, Senegal Ministry of the Environment 
2. Putting it into practice: Women as leaders, participants and agents of change – Absa 

Wade, Ministry of Gender, Senegal and Sarah Fry, FHI360/USAID WASH Plus 
3. Measuring what we treasure: Changes in the lives of the unreached, the forgotten and 

invisible. UNFPA & UN Women (tbc) 

12:30-12:45 Moderated discussion 

What will it take for: Women and men to have facilities and services designed for their specific 

biological needs? Women and girls to feel safe going about their daily lives? WASH to be one less 

daily traumatizing hurdle and barrier to be overcome? Women and girls to be proud rather than 

ashamed that they were born female? 

12:45-13:00 Closing Remarks by the Government of Senegal 

 


