
Dear colleagues,

On 9 March 2014, UN Women and the Water Supply & Sanitation Collaborative Council 
(WSSCC) launched a partnership aimed at accelerating access to and use of water, 
hygiene and sanitation services for women and girls in West and Central Africa, in 
the presence of the Minister for Livestock Farming and mayor of Louga, Mrs Aminata 
Mbengue Ndiaye, and as part of the celebrations for International Women’s Day in the 
Louga region (Senegal).

Administrative and government authorities, local elected representatives, civil society 
organisations, neighbourhood watch committees, youth groups, women’s organisations, 
and associations of disabled people were all present: an encouraging sign in addition 
to the political commitment shown. An exhibition highlighted the WASH issues in some 
neighbourhoods which are not adequately served with drinking water or sanitation 
services. The various groups involved painted a lively picture of the current situation 
through theatre, presentations of reports, exhibitions, and cultural events.

The “Gender, Hygiene and Sanitation” joint programme has been driven by the 
determination of two members of the United Nations family that combine their 
technical skills and expertise to fill a gap in policy, practice and research on WASH in 
West and Central Africa.

It will focus on three main areas – policy change, knowledge and capacity strengthening, 
and action research – which will together reinforce a fourth area: inter-agency learning, 
because we believe it is important to document this initiative, its successes and 
challenges. More specifically, we will later analyse the contribution of this programme 
towards reducing inequalities, the aim that we all – governments, UN organisations, 
international cooperation and development agencies and civil society organisations 
– want to achieve. 

“Priority areas: 
Policy change, 

Knowledge 
and capacity 

strengthening, 
Action research, 

Inter-Agency 
learning.”

Closing ceremony of the official launch of the partnership
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In a concrete manner, the programme will address issues of menstruation, 
toilets in schools and health centres, the human right to water and sanitation, 
infections, hygiene, public policies, national and regional legislation, budgets 
and investments. It targets members of parliament, ministries responsible for 
the WASH sector, health, education, the environment, urban planning and local 
development, local authorities, research institutes, civil society institutions, 
WASH practitioners, healthcare personnel, civil society organisations, teachers 
and women’s organisations. 

It will build on the lessons learned and the success of UN Women and WSSCC 
programmes, including the “Gender Equitable Local Development” programme, 
which operates at a local level in the Louga region; the “Financing for Gender 
Equality” programme, which operates at a national level in Senegal; the “Muskoka 
Maternal Health” programme, which operates at a regional level in West and 
Central Africa and in Haiti; UN Women country programmes in Cameroon and 
Niger; and WSSCC’s work on policy change in India incorporating hand washing 
and MHM into the national sanitation programme of the Government of India as 
well as complementary tools and training.

It is structured around the following WSSCC priority areas: “access to and use of 
services”, aimed primarily at increasing investments in the sector; “equity”, to 
ensure that poor and marginalised communities have access to services and that 
governments adopt gender sensitive policies integrating the right to sanitation; 
“knowledge and skills”, in order to reduce the existing gap in terms of knowledge 
in the sector, compile the information and data gathered and analyse them from a 
practical point of view for the various sectors and stakeholders.

Over the next few months, we will keep you informed about the programme’s 
progress through this quarterly newsletter. We welcome partnerships, technical 
and financial assistance to make this collaborative venture, a success.

Sincerely,

The Joint Programme Team
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Senegal’s Minister for Livestock Farming and mayor 
of Louga, Mrs Aminata Mbengue Ndiaye, reading 
publications linked to the programme
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